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• = Not seen since 2004

1 - Pender - 1971-10-26
High counts of:

NC counties: 4 or 4%
Number of records added in 2023 = 0

Phantom DarnerTriacanthagyna trifida
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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DISTRIBUTION: The southeastern corner of the state only; ranging north to Craven County and inland to Robeson County.

ABUNDANCE: Apparently very rare or rare, if still present in the state; known from just four counties. However, as it is
crepuscular, special effort must be made to see it. Thus, its true abundance would be difficult to determine. No records in several
decades, but no reason to believe it is extirpated from NC.

FLIGHT: Perhaps the latest flying odonate in NC -- in terms of flight period, with the flight likely only in October and
November; the only NC date available is 26 October. The flight in GA is early October to mid-December.

HABITAT: Small wooded pools, typically near rivers, in heavily forested areas.

BEHAVIOR: The species flies only in fairly dark conditions, typically the last two hours of daylight, or on very dark, cloudy
days.

COMMENTS: The species has a very thin abdomen and should be readily distinguished by shape if seen well, a rare
circumstance in NC. Its very late flight season, plus crepuscular habits, means that a biologist is unlikely to see the species during
casual field work, without a special effort directed just for it. Because there are no recent records, and it has been recorded from
just four counties, the N.C. Natural Heritage Program has deemed it worthy of tracking (as of fall 2010) as a Significantly Rare
species. The NC Rank was moved from S2? to S1? in November 2012, to highlight the lack of recent records.  As there are still
no recent records, it is recommended to be re-ranked now as SH (historical).  In late 2020, the NC Natural Heritage Program did
make this move -- it is now ranked as SH.  This does not mean it is extirpated from the state, but no one in the state has seen it
and no one knows how or where to find it.  Hopefully, this secretive species is still out there somewhere!

Status Rank
NC    US NC   Global
SR - SH G5

Earliest date: Pender  1971-10-26 
Latest date: Pender  1971-10-26
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